
 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
 

         U.S.Geological Survey-Biological Resources Division,  
Western Ecological Research Center 

 

Channel Islands Field Station  
1901 Spinnaker Dr.  

Ventura, California 93001 
(805) 658-5753   FAX (805) 658-5798 

 
  
30 October 2008 

Samuel P. Schuchat 
Executive Officer 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
Re: Santa Cruz Island Restoration Project Proposal 
 

Dear Mr. Schuchat: 

We have reviewed the proposal to the California State Coastal Conservancy for 
grant support for Santa Cruz Island restoration work.  USGS-WERC-Channel 
Islands Field Station supports and endorses this project, a perfect complement to 
USGS research on the island. The work will help conserve rare and unusual island 
habitats, and it addresses several recovery actions for the endangered plants of the 
island. USGS will be glad to share research information that contributes to and 
complements the actions outlined in the proposed work. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Kathryn McEachern, Ph.D. 
Senior Plant Ecologist 
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September 20, 2008 
 
Samuel P. Schuchat, Executive Officer 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway 13th Floor  
Oakland CA 94612-2530 
 
Dear Mr. Schuchat: 
 
Santa Cruz Island is a biological jewel and provides a unique opportunity for the 
protection of habitat.  Located in Santa Barbara County, Santa Cruz Island is home to 
eleven state and federally listed threatened and endangered plant species.  As a park 
and preserve, the island will be preserved in a natural state and serve as a reminder of 
what California looked like before buildings, farms, and freeways. 

The Nature Conservancy, who owns 76% of Santa Cruz Island, (the public via the 
National Park Service owns the rest of the island), is applying to California State 
Coastal Conservancy for funding to restore habitat and control invasive species.  The 
County of Santa Barbara Agricultural Commissioner's Office supports The Nature 
Conservancy's application for funding. 

The control of invasive species is considered a key element in resource management 
plans prepared by The Nature Conservancy and by the National Park Service for Santa 
Cruz Island and in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Recovery Plan for the northern 
Channel Islands.  The TNC project is consistent with the conservation of natural 
resources on Santa Cruz Island and will benefit native habitat through the control of 
invasive species. 

The County of Santa Barbara Agricultural Commissioner's Office shares with The 
Nature Conservancy the goal of significantly reducing the impact of invasive species on 
habitat.  The Nature Conservancy is in the position to have the most direct effect on 
conditions on the island.  Funding from the California State Coastal Conservancy is 
important to our success. 

Assistance from the California State Coastal Conservancy for the conservation of 
California's natural heritage would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

William D. Gillette 
Agricultural Commissioner  
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Scientists from the Santa Barbra Museum of Natural History have had many years
of experience and involvement in biological and ecological research with the
biota of the Channel Islands in general, and Santa Cruz Island in particular.
Besides conducting extensive research on the natural history, distribution,
ecology, and conservation of a diversity of native species, our Curator of
Vertebrate Zoology, Paul Collins, has also been an active member of the Island
Fox Conservation Working,Groupfor the past six years and.has been involved in
efforts .undertaJ<ento helpn~cove~Island Fox.populations:.onthe 'northern Channel
Islands.'." ,,",. , . .

For the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, the Channel Islands in general,
and Santa Cruz Island in particular, playa centrally important role for
understanding the evolution and current conditions of biota in Southern
California. The high biodiversity index and the presence of a remarkably high
number of endemic species, many of them threatened or endangered, further
increases their interest and importance to both science and the long term well-
being of our regional terrestrial and marine ecosystems. Santa Cruz Island, with
its unique endemic flora and fauna, represents an ideal laboratory for studying the
processes of evolution and experimenting with techniques for the conservation of
plant and animal resources.

We are exceedingly appreciative not only of the leadership role The Nature
Conservancy has played in taking on the protection and management of a large
portion of Santa Cruz Island but also of the enormous effort and financial
investment the organization has made already in habitat restoration and
conservation;The program The Nature Conservancy has been following is very'"
well designed and requires sustained effort and continuity over many years. The
conservatiorrwork that The Nature Conservancy has been able to accomplish

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History
2559 Puesta del Sol, Santa Barbara, California 93105

805.682.4711 . Fax 805.569.3170 .www.sbnature.org

Ty Warner Sea Center
211 Stearns Wharf, Santa Barbara, California 9310 1

805.962.2526 . Fax805.962.3483 .www.sbnature.org
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since acquiring the western two-thirds of the island as been truly remarkable and
has already produced significant results.

The specific activities for which The Nature Conservancy seeks support in its
grant application to the California State Coastal Conservancy are a logical and
integral part of the larger, long term strategy. These activities include monitoring
and management of all taxa on an island wide basis, eradication of invasive ant
species, propagation of native plants, wetland restoration, and development of an
invasive species prevention and rapid response plan. All of these elements are
important components of an overall restoration strategy.

The larger program of restoring, to some degree, ecological processes to resemble
natural conditions that existed on Santa Cruz Island prior to man's intensive
grazing use of the island, is a challenging undertaking and needs broad and
sustained support. The Nature Conservancy deserves great praise for the vision
and courage with which it has been pursuing this goal and for the great energy
and large financial investment they have committed to it. We sincerely hope that
the California State Coastal Conservancy wi11lendits support to this exceedingly
deserving project.

sr;;zrJ4~
Karl L. Hutterer, Ph.D.
Executive Director
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